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Swami Vivekanandan

Adyv. E. Ramavarma Raja

Ennakkad Palace

(Continuation...)

Naren cared little about the worldly
prosperity auniversity degree would afford him.
He felt uplifted during the prayers and
devotional songs. He believed in a
formless God with attributes and was
convinced that if God really existed,
He would surely appear in answer
to the sincere prayers of the
devotees. He felt there must be a
way of realising Him. He went to
Maharshi Devendra Tagore who was
one of the best spiritual teachers of the time.
Naren flung out the question, “Sir, have you seen
God?” The Maharshi was unable to answer.
And satisfied himself with “My boy you have
the yogi’s eyes”. The Maharshi was tongue tied
(unable to answer). Naren came back
disappointed. He went to the leaders of other
religious sects and no one of them could say
that they have seen God. From this it follows
God is invisible to us.

At the Feet of Sri Ramakrishna

As advised by the Principal Rev. William
Hastie, Narendranath went to Dakshineswar to
see Ramakrishna Paramahamsa. He asked the
question: “Have you seen God? Sir.” The
answer was “Yes”. I see him just as I see you
here. One can see and talk to him as [ am seeing
and talking to you. But who cares? People shed
torrents of tears for their wife, children, wealth
or prosperity. But who does so for the sake of
God? If one weeps sincerely for him, He surely
manifests himself. That answer impressed

Narendranath at once. For the first time he found
a man who dared to say that he had seen God.
From this it follows God is not invisible.

One day during the absence of the
professor of English Rev. William
Hastie, the Principal took over the
English lecture class. He was
explaining “Excursion” a poem by
William Wordsworth, the Nature
7 poet where the state of Trance is
referred and of which the poet had a

glimpse while contemplating those beyond
the pale of Christendom. The Quran remains
ever associated with the followers of the Islamic
religion. The scripture of the Buddhist is the
sacred collection of all the enlightened utterances
of the Buddha known as ‘Dharma Pada’. The
followers of all other important religions may
also be said to be more familiar with their sacred
books than with their kith and kin. But the case
of Hindu is different. Among the followers of
different paths he alone is bewildered in regard
to this question. He does not know which book
he may term his scripture. If a mention is made
of Vedas, he confesses he has never had
occasion to see or handle such books as these,
let alone the question of getting acquainted with
their contents. Many a Hindu may mention with
some hesitance, this or that as the sacred book
from which he draws inspiration and guidance.
But one who’s widely read in the Hindu lord
wavers (fails) before making a pronouncement
of'this kind. This dilemma is due to the university
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MAHA MAKHA MAHOLSAVAM 2026

E.Ravi Varma Raja
Kochu Kottaram, Ennakkad
Mob: 9746257789

The Mahamela 2026 at Thirunavaya,
Malappuram (dist. ) on the banks of River Nila
(Bharathappuzha) was a revived version of the
Mamangam/Mamankam of the medieval period.
Keralam' s Kumbhamela, it is otherwise called,
was celebrated from 18th Jan 26 to 3rd Feb 26
(19days running) under the guidance and
leadership of Sabhavathi Mahamandaleshwar
Swamy Anandavanam Bharathi, against all initial
odds and controversies. The grand sucess of the
festival in spite of vested political & some power

packets' propaganda against it, was another
wonder in the world. The gathering of about 30
lakhs people mostly devotees on the elegant river
beds (Manalpparappu) was unmatched,
unexpected and unbelievable even to the Press
and other Media which took the Fair lightly.
People from more than 15 nations also witnessed
the events without any complaint or difficulty. It
is all achieved because of about 12000 Seva
Bharathi volunteers and hundreds of security
officers. They ensured accommodation, food,

/£

£

of the Hindu scripture. The popular conviction
is that the Vedas are the direct or indirect
sources of all the sacred books pertaining to
Hinduism. Several portions of the Vedas are said
to have become extinct in the march of time.

Although he was busy with his studies, Naren
often went to meet the Master. At last Naren
turned his attention to spiritual practices because
the Master’s manner of teaching charmed him.
The Master injected his own consciousness, his
own personal realisation of Hinduism into the
soul of Naren. Ultimately Naren became the
owner of a huge spiritual wealth or bliss or
spiritual omnipotence.

How should we do our duty and realise God?

Swamiji shows us the path to God by doing
one’s duty. Swamiji says “Any action that makes
us go Godward is a good action and is our duty.

@ a@(nll0d 2026

Any action that makes us go downward is evil.
And is not our duty. Universally acknowledged
idea of duty is “Do not injure any being, not
injuring any one is virtue, injuring any being is

2

S

Swami Vivekananda sailed to America (via)
Colombo, China, Japan and Canada and reached
Chicago on July 30, 1893. The parliament of
religions which was held in Chicago from
September 11 to 27, 1893 was undoubtedly one
of the great epic-making events of the world. It
was not only a parliament of religions, it was a
parliament of humanity. Swami began his
address.

(to be continued...)



medicine, sanitisation, 24 hour safety & protection
and disciplined order. Their earnest efforts and
sincere services made the show smooth and
accident - free.

In fact the fair centered around Navamukunda
temple with art, trade, tradition, music and
spirituality, was more than a religious meet. The
discussions and deliberations by Vyjnanik
scholars were held simultaneously. Raja- Sadas
was also a part the Mela. One of the attractions
of the public was the evening (dusk) Aarathi of
the Kashi Pundits, what they used to do to Ganga
River daily. The end of Makha Maholsavam was
marked by the holy dip (Amrutha snan) at
Thirunavaya. It was more than the expectations
of the organisers even. Those volunteers cared
to clean the river and its beds neatly before
leaving the venue. These all were carried out in
amodern way by organizational expertize. Thus
a new chapter was added to the history of
Keralam.

The original Mamankam was a magnificent
duo-decennial (once in 12 years) medieval
festival and trade fair held on the banks of the
river 'Bharathappuzha' at Thirunavaya, the
'Sangama Bhumi'. The 28 day fest. served as a
grand stage for social and political power, trade
and economics and legendary display of valour
often regarded as the Kumbhamela of the
medieval Malabar. Let us see the significance
of each of the Myth, Legend, Astrology, History
and Politics behind Mamankam.

According to the local legend, Parasuraman,
the mystical creator of Keralam instituted the
festival in that brahmin- governed land. It is
believed that during Mamankam, the Goddess
Ganga descended to the Bharathappuzha making
it as holy as the ‘Ganges’. The origin of
'Mamangam' name is attributed to the
astrological cycle, Barhaspatya cycle of 12
years. Maha Magham connected to Makha

month of Saka varsham is a great purification
period when the Jupiter enters the Leo. Its
historical roots can be traced to a ceremony to
pay homage potentially linked to an Ashoka Pillar
at Kodungallur and later became a festival to
elect the Rakshapurusha (protector).

Politically, the significance goes to the festival
being presided over by the Cheramanperumal.
After the fall of Chera Empire, the right to
conduct this belonged to the Valluvakkonathiri
(ruler of Valluvanad). Later it entered into fierce
political arena where the Zamorin of Kozhikode
and Valluvakkonathiri fought for supremacy. In
the 14 th century, the Zamorin took over the reign
by force establishing his sovereignty. He would
sit on a raised granite special dais (called,
Nilapaduthara) holding a sword to receive
tributes from vassal kings signifying his
undisputed lordship. The most enduring part of
the Mamangam legend is the story of the
‘Chavers’ (suicide warriors). After the Zamorin
forcibly took the right to preside over the festival,
the ruler of Valluvanad began sending ‘Chavers’
to every Mamankam to assassinate Zamorin and
reclaim the lost honour. These Chavers would
fight through thousands of Zamorin' s soldiers to
reach the Nilapaduthara. Most of the ‘Chavers’
were killed in the battle and their bodies were
reportedly thrown to a nearby well called
‘Manikinar’. One famous legend tells of a 16
year old boy Puttumanna Kandara Menon who
nearly succeeded in killing the Zamorin in 1755
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C. E. Reference of the past is there in
Keralolppathy and Kandara Menon legend. Both
the Nilapaduthara and Manikinar are being
preserved by the Archaeological Department of
Keralam. Interestingly, the 2019 movie
'Mamankam' where Mammooty plays the main
role, reminds us of the history.

The history doesn't stop there. As said, the
right to preside over the festival as
'Rakshapurusha’ was the ultimate symbol of
sovereign authority in the medieval period. With
the conquest of Kozhikode, the grand fair was
discontinued in the second half of 18th century
(around 1755-1766) following the invasion of
Mysore Sultan Hyder Ali followed by Tipu Sultan.
The last such mela was supposed to have been
held in Serinapatnam (Srirangapattana) in1755
to be exact. Subsequent development was the
Treaty with East India Company.

Some of Keralam’s legendary knowledge,
history, even cultural heritage were in slumbering
stage. But its hidden waves surged somewhere,
in a few individuals, like the prominent spiritual
leader of Juna Akhada Maha Mandaleswar
Swamy Anandavanam Bharathi. The idea
budded and conceived in their brains had to be
materialised in the form of Mamankam. The
truth is that a simple minority led by Swamy
Anandavanam, a Keralite, had taken a bold step
to recast it and interestingly majority followed.
We know "myemi nalen)e enoai @ead aflemi
walev)o a0y c0Iseegeo”. This is what
actually happened.

The places Thirunavaya & Thavanoor
chosen in the heart of Malappuram where mostly
Muslims and remaining Hindus & others co-
operate whole-heartedly and co-habitate
harmoniously, are ideal. Out of malign or fear
many newspapers and media kept silence and
didn't give enough importance.

% a@(nll0d 2026

Revival of the past doesn't mean bringing
back religious/caste/creed divisions, nor
memories of battle and Chavers’ squad. We
Need not see the dark side of things. Positive
thought of conducting festivals and rites & rituals
is not harmful if it is done peacefully. The bright
side of heritage is civilisation and social harmony.
Rivers are dear and divine to Keralam and
Bharatham. The organisers showed extra effort
to show respect and preservation of it as well.
They have planned the fest in such a way that
human life and other habitants and the
surroundings are not adversely affected.
Temporary constructions, hygiene, day and night
crowd management had been well taken care
of. These are all due to intense desire and
attachment. Our Constitutional responsibility in
Article 51 A (f) involves giving value and
prominence to such heritage, traditional beliefs
and customs. This is not mere nostalgia to be
kept in shelves/ museums. Indonesia, a Muslim
majority nation and New Zealand are examples.
They are not shy to support and encourage their
own arts etc. They even keep rituals and other
practices related to Ramayana close to their
hearts.

The grand success of Mamankam festival is
seen as unification of culture and spirituality. Both
of Keralam's identity and Bharatham's culture
were found blended. This is nothing but cultural
and spiritual awakening.

The sort of Mamangam has influenced the
economic status of Thirunavaya-Thavanur area.
Shop keepers, small-scale traders, the local
people, of all religions are benefitted. Owners
of temporary home-stay arrangements, auto and
taxi drivers, car parking vendors had a harvesting
time because of the fair. When the entire
community in one area is financially gained the
interdependency therein will help promote
harmony and co-operation. z
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Ithika (GRV Weaves LLP)
C/o Priyam, Iramalloor PO
Kuttilanji, Kothamangalam,
Ernakulam 686691
Insta id- Ithika handlooms,
Mob. No. 8921967354

We Four sisters, Swapna Varma & Smitha Varma (Chazhoor Kovilakam,
Thrissur) Supriya Suresh & Praseedha Varma (Kuttilanji, Ernakulam) are the

founders of ITHIKA. Founded in 2024 with a clear vision, to celebrate and
elevate authentic handwoven sarees.

mas

What began as a personal love for sarees evolved into a purposeful journey

rooted in tradition, strength, and identity. ITHIKA, meaning 'The Earth',
reflects grounding, femininity, and timeless elegance.

We specialize in curated, premium handloom sarees, with a focus on limited-
edition collections that highlight craftsmanship, authenticity, and refined
colour stories. Our very first collection in blue, green, and gold received
encouraging responses, reinforcing our belief that quality and honesty always
stand out. At ITHIKA, we don’t just sell sarees, we build relationships.

We guide our customers personally, valuing trust over transactions. Our growth
has been organic, driven by reinvestment, consistency, and strong family
support.

Today, we serve customers across Kerala and beyond through social media and
exhibitions. Our vision is to establish ITHIKA as a globally recognized
handloom brand, with a presence in markets like Singapore and Dubai. Our
strength lies in quality, exclusivity, transparency and a deep respect for
tradition and we believe authenticity is the true foundation of our success.
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BOX No. 2621

) o w) o o)
wl
@ al
(Waomlel MAIdoUdo
w0l onl)
) al 6ni) iom ) o &) | &l @ o

2000latiSo: 6 Ql@ato 3 OMVo 14 FlalMo 24 MIYIH MNNWBUD

Kshatriya girl, 26 years, (11 Nov 1999; 1175
Thulam 25) Thrikketta star, 5’ 6” tall, M.Tech.
Mechatronics Engineering, B.E. Instrumen-
tation Engineering. Working as Design
Engineer at Arya Engineers and Contractors
Pvt. Ltd., Pune. Seeks suitable alliance from
Kshatriya boys.

Contact No: 9823966737, 9561498227

BOX No. 2622
» &) o | @ Kshatriya girl 29 yrs. (27 June 1996) Chothi
@) 6;?; 0 o s Star, 157 cm, B.Tech working in an IT Company,
Bangalore. Seeks alliance from equally
el 29| qualified boys from Kshatriya community.
(Waomlel MAIdoUdo
20 ° <) | Contact : 8289977557
0’)3 al a ol 0 el
2
2000latiSo: 4 Ql@ato 5 @OAVo 15 FlAITVo ©OA0)BUD
BOX No. 2623 \
S R IO o | o oy | Kshatriya girl, age 25, (17.01.2001; 1176
@ a Makaram 4) Chothi star, 5’ 2” height, New
2 | £ealand citizen, B.Com. Working as Auditor.
@ (Groles Seeking alliance from Kshatriya boy, should be
o o Paidodhe o, | Working abroad (preferably New Zealand,
oy 2 England) Open to moving to NZ if in India,
(6]
N preferable age 28 - 30.
ol &) )

2m0dlatiSo: 11 Ql@ato, 2 MOMVo, 14 FlAITVo ©O0)BUD

Contact: 6282306930, +64 21 237 5813

aB(~NO3 2026 @
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BOX No. 2624

o W |20 )
vl @ 6Nl
(Waomlel MAIdoUdo

;2 T el
al al
) el d w
&) aU )
] 20 | eny ! o

2mudlatiSo: 4 ABato 5 @OMVo 9 BlAIavo 22 MOFld: EREI®YBUD

Kshatriya boy 28 yrs.(10 October 1997, 1173
Kanni 24), Uthradam star, Height 167 cm.
Masters in International Business Management
(MA'in IBM) from Greenwich University, UK.
Working as Inspection Manager in Progressive
Technology, Newbury, UK. Seeks suitable
alliance from girls of Kshatriya community.

Contact: 9447545700, 9272664286
(Both Whatsapp numbers)

2000latiSo: 10 AIBaHo, 9 MIMVo, 10 BlAIMVo QAILOLBUD

BOX No. 2625
2 i w | Proposals are invited from parents of girls who
o8 are studying for PG/completed PG after MBBS/
working as Chartered accountants, for a
o Pisharodi boy 29 years, (7 February 1997, 25
oa | Waoole Maiooteo , | Makaram 1172) Avittam Star, 170cm, working
oy \wz & as Radiologist.
. o |ay av 20 2 U;JSI Interested parents may contact on
+91 6238777234
R@UTlEiS0: 5 HBJo 1 BTV 12 GlAITVo &)RBUO
BOX No. 2626 \
o | Alliance invited for son of Kshatriya Father and
0 | o al o & ™ |Nair Mother, 27 yrs. (15-08-1998; 30
Karkkidakam 1173), 175 cm height, Karthika
@) 06y . 6oy ) 0| Star, B.Tech., Vegetarian and Teetotaller, working
eomler |8 Da0mo in Technopark, Trivandrum, from parents of girls
) belonging to Kshatriya/Ambalavasi/Nair families.
Contact: 9447030908 / 9447032693
el 73 ) OR
2000latiSo: 2 AlBaHo 6 MOMVo 18 FlaiTvo EAall 3o anilpandala@yahoo.com
BOX No. 2627 \ |
el | & | al oy | eral | 20 | Kshatriya boy, 35 yrs. (01.01.1991; 1166 Dhanu
17), Punartham star, 5’ 4” height, MBA in HR.
oy @| | Working in Thrissur. Seeking alliance from
(Waomlal MaI0wo Kshatriya girl, should be working (preferably
ol o ) o « | from Malabar, age 28-32)
a2
Contact : 6282306930, 8589007928
© 6nl) ”)

@ a@(nll0d 2026

tijw tJPv 26 =
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IND: 9645 88 3333
UAE: +9715298 46 177
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RED BRICKS
CONSTRUCTION

K-RERA/PRJ/TVM/001/2025

VARMA
% HOMES

A LEGACY OF FINE LIVING

LEGACY

MAD E MO DERN KAZHAKKOOTTAM

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

READY TO
MOVEIN -7

subdfban

CHERANALLOOR JN.
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